CRISES   OF  THE   SIXTEENTH  CENTURY

of God -and instruments of the Devil, and felt it to be its duty to
destroy their Church. Neither side accepted the edict: the Cal-
vinists refused to give up the churches, while their opponents
refused to allow the celebration of a heretical form of worship,
and finally war broke out.

JTHE   CATHOLIC  REFORM

Simultaneously the partisans of tradition at last succeeded in
bringing about a reform in the primitive sense of the word, by
restoring the traditional Church under the authority of the pope.
This was an international work, accomplished outside France.
The way was prepared for it by a work carried out in Italy and
Spain, which followed the procedure of the medieval reforming
movements by reforming the ancient monastic orders (such as the
Franciscans, who became the Capuchins) or by creating new
orders charged with the task of training educated priests, such as
the Theatines and Oratorians.

The most powerful of these was the Company of Jesus, founded
by a gentleman of the Basque country, Ignatius of Loyola, who
gave it a military name (Compania} and trained his disciples by
means of 'exercises' which he himself compared to military exer-
cises. He placed it at the service of the pbpe. Its work aimed at
bringing back to obedience the privileged laity, the princes, nobles,
and rich bourgeois, who at that time led all the rest of the people;
and it adapted itself to their tastes in order to win them over.
Unlike the old monks, who had disgusted polite society by their
coarse manners, dirty exterior, rough speech, and bad Latin, the
Jesuits (the name popularly applied to them, though they did
not themselves use it) wore the priestly costume, had polished
manners, were refined in their speech, and wrote a Ciceronian
style of Latin. They brought their influence to bear upon society
by two methods: they had colleges in which they trained their
pupils in good manners and devout practices and taught them
Latin in accordance with the methods of the humanists, dividing
them up into classes. They became the confessors of princes,
great men, and ladies, assuming the role of directors of conscience
and winning the affection of their penitents by their indulgence.
The Society of Jesus, being a foreign institution dangerous to the
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